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ABSTRACT

Ram Das Sen was one of the prominent figures o$iMdmbad district of Bengal. He was one of thequrdrians
and orientalist scholars. Most of his works werétten with the historical sense. His philosophitaughts and methods
of history writing which were represented in hioke Aitihasik Rahasya, Bharat Rahasya, and Rantea&a are no less
than the mainstream of historiography. As an entirertiquarian Ram Das was felicitated abroad andcto the heart of
such Orientalist Scholars like Max Muller, Dr. Almht Weber, Count Angelo-de-Gubernatis and othgifsidphilosophical
researches. This celebrated antiquarian receiveditte ‘Doctor’ from the Oriental Academy of Flaree, Italy in recognition
of his Sanskrit literature, antiquities writingsn@ research activities. He also received a ‘Diplorinam ‘Asiatic Society of
Italy’. He also added a new dimension to the BeriRghaissance in the nineteenth century. This wa# to focus on the

role of Ram Das Sen to spread a new dimensioretB8émgal Renaissance
KEYWORDS: Antiquarian, Orientalist, Intelligentsia, Antiquits

INTRODUCTION

Nineteenth Century Bengal witnessed many histogeahts, aspects, and idealism in which histor@antsscholars
were involved. The Bengal Renaissance is one ofitiebecame a subject matter of scholarly debateumber of scholars
have put forward their opinion about the naturthefBengal Renaissance. The influence of renaiesamthe socio-cultural
life of nineteenth-century Bengal other than Cakcig a neglected field of study. Recently a ferapts were made by some
eminent scholars and social scientists, which dtefinadded a new dimension on this study. AftefcG&a Murshidabad
emerged as an alternative center of the Renaisstisédas been skillfully explained by Dr. AnirdgdDas in his books
‘Renaissance Revisited, Murshidabad 1853-1953’

The Intellectual ferment in Berhampore was rathng during the second half of the nineteenthurgntBerham-
pore Court, Berhampore College, Collectorate ohBerpore, and the Estate of the Nawab (Lalbag) abaneopportunity
for jobs for educated people. In this atmospheneyraber of scholars gathered in Berhampore and ¢heghed Bengal
with their wisdom over the century. Among thosensaremarkable were Pandit Madan Mohan Tarkalarik&t4-1858),

Sris Chandra Vidya Rantna(1835-62), Bhudeb Mukhhpay(1827-1894), Prof. Revd. Lal Bihari De (1824;94kshay
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Chandra Sarkar (1846-1917), Baikuntha Nath Sera Fesisad Chattopadhyay, Rajkrishna Mukhapadhya$¢®8% Ram-

gati Nayaratna(1831-1894), Ganga Dhar Kabiraj(1¥885), Girish Chandra Basu, Prasanna Kumar Sarkexi{1i825-

86), Radhika charan Sen, Guru Das Bondopadhyay(1848), Pandit Kalibar Vedanta Bagish (1842-19Tijabandhu
Mitra(1830-1873), Acharya Brojendra Nath Seal, Bankhandra Chottopadhyay(1838-1894), Ramesh Chanatt41848-
1909), Sasadhar Tarkachuramoni(1850-1928) and kissvRam Das SehAkshay Chandra Sarkar compared the presence
of such luminaries with that of the Court of ‘Viknaditya’ where ‘nine-gems’ were presentddterestingly, most of them
had good contact with Ram Das Sen(1845-1887), wamhworn at Berhampore in the distinguished SenlyarhiKayatha’

caste and a prominent member of the intelligentbthat time.

A number of personalities, who added a new dimensidhe Bengal Renaissance, came to Berhampotegéas
teachers or principals and the college in its produced many great men. The college itself wdsénted by the pervasive
ferment of the spirit, attracted to itself scholangl teachers of an exceptionally high standara¢hmabove the average level
of the staff of a Mufassil institution’. Brojendrathh Seal, Janakinath Bhattacharjee, and E M Whee illustrious names
that ‘added luster to the annals of the collegal aere inspiring influences upon the lives of thaipils? These persons
were properly helped and accompanied by the igtailisia who were born and brought up in Murshidabhis accelerated
the process of intellectual interaction. Some zalais of Murshidabad patronized the scholars anthsetselves as key
figures of the Renaissance in nineteenth-centumnygBe Ram Das Sen was one of the prominent figlleswas one of
the antiquarians and orientalist scholars bornérhBmpore in the district of Murshidabad. Most isf\works were written
with a sense of history. His philosophical thoughtel methods of history writing which were repreednn his books
Aitihasik Rahasya, Bharat Rahasya, and other wgstiare no less important than the main-streamsbtibgraphy. The
revival of classical texts viz. the Vedas, the Saashthe Upanishads, the Smriti literature, amdBhddhists texts made him
a remarkable personality of the Renaissance ine@mth-century Bengal. However, his works are aheanse importance.
In this context, the chief objective of the presentk is to focus on his oriental activities, ah @frwritings, philosophical
thoughts, a method of history writings, and howbkeame instrumental in the intellectual ferment Tantributions of Dr.

Sen in the Bengal Renaissance have hardly becamigjact matter of scholarly study.

Ancestor of Ram Das Sen

The ancestral house of Ram Das was situated atgratrilt is said that Bedacharan Sen, the ancebten’s Family
came from Mitrasenpatti’ of Idilpur Paragana in Bistrict of Faridpur, in present Bangladéshue to the adverse situation,
he along with his wife and sons came to a villagarmBerhampore and lived there. The residencero$ Samily was at this
village till the time of his grandson, Laxminaragafen. Brajaballav Sen, the Son of Laxminarayaamaeco Berhampore
along with his two sons Krishnagovinda and Kristargk in the mid-nineteenth century. The third samRanta was Born
in Berhampore. His second son Krishnakanta bechenddwan of “Nimakmahal” of East India Company pesssd and the
enormous wealthln a real sense, he consolidated the base of SuityFaf Berhampore. According to Major J.H.T. Walsh

“The founder of the family was Krishna Kanta, a Katha by caste, who was born about the middlesodigthteenth century,
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and amassed great wealth in the service of Goverras Diwan to the Salt Board, under Mr.Colbaitalmohan was the
youngest son of Krishnagovinda. Laksmimani waslirsl wife. Ram Das, the brightest personalitylog ineage was the

son of Lalmohan and Laxmimoni born onlDecember 1845.

Sen'’s Library

Ram Das cultivated the habit of collecting and ereing rare books. The information which we havé fgom
the writing of Shis Chandra Chattapadhyaya is Retn Das'’s father maintained a library. With thesaa®e of time, the
number of books grew. In his lifetime the librargdame so developed, that it was considered ascébptace. Ram Das
Sen’s library was a noteworthy place for intellettinteraction. The persons like Bankim Chandratpadhyay, Akshay
Chandra Sarkar, Gurudas Bandopadhyay, Pandit ReNymtaratna, Taraprasad Chottopadhayay, DinonatigGpadhyay
and various eminent personsused his libtaiyikhil Nath Roy, an eminent historian, and sonam¢lof Sen consulted this
library while writing a history of Murshidabdd. No doubt his library played a vital role in the is@l of classical texts
of Bengal. In 1951 Anuttam Sen, the successor oftaded over a collection of about 3500volumesivibielonged to
the late Dr. Sen of Berhampore, to the Nationalduijp, Calcutta. Presently these are well proteoieatie galleries of gift
and exchange department of the library. So manig li®ks of the nineteenth century on Literaturistdty, Philosophy,
Religion, etc are available in this collection. Mamre books in Sanskrit had enriched the collectionsiderably. Such
rare items, as Renell's Bengal Atlas (1770), nieetie-century Bengali works on Literature, EssayljgRmn, etc are also
available. There were also about 75 Bengali angiBamanuscripts, it included that of Uvvata’s ‘Mea Bhasya’ which
was five hundred years old and the manuscript aptSKarnamrta’ of Shridhar Das, the court poetLtakshman Sen,
written about seven hundred years &tfeandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar wrote a letteramm®as expressing him heartfelt
gratitude for the diverse collection of his librdfhe library and the exceptional collection of DenSstill exist in the mind
of literature lovers and scholars of history. listtegard the comment made by Professor Dr. SriklBoadapadhyay in the
100" birth anniversary of Dr. Ram Das Sen in the Uniitgrsf Calcutta is worth mentioning

‘... Ram Das Sen, a local zamindar, kindled thett of antiquarian research as one of the eapiesieers of the
subject and his famous library, with its rich cotlen of books on Indian antiquities, provided gportunity to young,

aspiring scholars to carry on the work of origiimaestigation started by hirt?

Bankim, Bangadarshan & Ram Das

When Bankim Chandra Chattopadhaya came to Berhagsobeputy Magistrate in the year 1869, distiftpds
scholars associated with Sen’s library createdmosphere of literary activities there. The plattheir intellectual exercise
was Ram Das’ library at Berhampore. So, there dgeal a friendship between Bankim Chandra Chottoggaland Ram
Das Sen. Within a very short time, Bankim becancergral scholar of this intellectual group. Seitisdry was one of the
most favorite places of Bankim. He made the plapfdlication of the famous journal BangadarshaDraSen'’s library.®

As a preliminary to the publication of this journBlankim Chandra convened a literary conferencther8¢ May 1875 at
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Berhampore. Among those who attended this hisga#sion, Ram Das Sen Was one of the central Scidlze names of
seven writers were mentioned in the first adventiset of Bangadarshan, those are- Dinabandhu Migajchandra Ban-
dapadhaya, Jagadishnath Roy, Tara Prasad Chatigyadrishnakamal Bhattachariya, Akshay Chandr&&aand Ram
Das Sert® Ram Das enriched Bangadarshan with his valuabléngron antiquities. Nikhilnath Roy said in his agenti-

tled with “Murshidabader Itihas, pratnatatta O $aiithat ‘Bankim Chandra published his famous j@irBangadarshan’
with the help of Akshay Chandra and Ram Dédslthough Bankim left Berhampore his close-connettidth Ram Das

remained for a long time.

Literary works of Ram Das Sen

Ram Das Sen started writing poems from the eaalgestat the age of fourteen. His most of the posere pub-
lished in Sambad Prabhakar, Somprokash, Vishya kémjan, Bharatranjan, Grambarta, Vidyannoti, Saghand other
contemporary newspaper and periodicals. Withinrg short time, his works came under qualitative gudntitative mea-
surement. 'He has written various books with défgrtaste within his very short life. These are- Tatta Sangeet La-
hori(1859), (2) Kusummala(1861) (3) Bilap Tarang4) (4) Kabita Lahori(1867) (5) Chaturdas padi iainala (1867)
(6) Aitihasik Rahasya (Pratham Bhag 1874, Ditiya Bhag6l Tritiya Bhag (1878)(7)Bharat Rahasya (188%R@&tna Ra-
hasya(1884) (9) Bangalir Europe Darshan(1886) BL@dha Bev(1891).

Ram Das Sen’s Approach to History

Ram Das was involved in unveiling the mystery ohdiiism and its culture. Hence, some of his bookeewe
entitled as Aitihasik Rahasya, Bharat Rahasya,&Raahasya and Samskar Rahasya which are his nmtéamt antiquities
writings. His lectures entitled “The Modern BuddhusResearches” at the conference of Berhamporki§hssamiti on 19th
September 1870 were highly appreciated by the ogmbeary scholard? Ram Das was involved in several historical debates
in his letters published in the famous journal ‘Thdian Antiquary’?! He noted down his experience of visiting Europe in
‘Bangalir Europe Darshan’ which is a concrete corafige discussion of western and Indian Culturdih&isik Rahasya by
Ram Das is the outcome of his tireless efforts@mtbsophical researches. He dedicated this bobistfriend-Max Muller,

a great German Scholar. He mentioned the followjgtation in the dedication pages of Aitihasik Raf@a— ‘This work is
dedicated to professor Max Mullar as a testimongespect and admiration by the author.’

He raised his voice against the construction ofeamichistory on the basis of Puranas, as the Pgrarafull of
flaw, flights, and poetic imagination. Even satilg he wrote about the Vedas that the meaniny/efla’ is knowledge, but
what type of knowledge can be acquired throughhiirans that praise consumption of ‘somarasa’ ieotalic drink and
‘gomamsa’ i.e. bee® As sources of history, he paid much importanceherivteda, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, Smriti
Shastras, Mahavamsha, Khitish Banshabali Chardasaweral original texts of Ancient India.

According to Dr. Ram Das, the political historypst obtained ancient coins, inscriptions, scrgstun respect of

reconstruction of history and historical reseaschat sufficient indeed. He finds history in hunti@ing standard, lifestyle,
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and daily activities. That is, we find his opinifevoring ‘Total History’ in his historical approacin his essay ‘Aryan
Sampradayer Achhar Byabohar' he has explainedatigulage of Aryan, their diet, production of goattesses, uniforms,
women’s position in society, transport, trade, daibrks, a lesson of honesty, rules, and regulatitmhas taken part inthe
Aryan debate, but he could not come to a concrtelusion. Though, he accepted the view of the gibdiby of Aryan’s
arrival from Iran?® He expressed his deep faith in his love for Artetature, and Culture of Hindus in some essays of
Aitihasik Rahasya. He articulated in his essay ‘a@dcher’ that the Vedas were the most ancienaiekimost important of

all books in the world. He felt proud of the EurapeScholars for collection, preservation and prieagctne Vedas.

Ram Das made himself free from all narrowness snhigtorical research. He followed different wagygsliscover
the ancient History of India. Similarly, he did reatcept any speech or quotation featuring ignorafiapiritual thinking.
Rather, he tried to construct a new form of historgorrespondence with reasoning experience byatladyzing sources
of history. In his historical approach; we findesponsible focus of attitude and scientific invgegtiibn with the rational,
transparent, free, and analytical mind. He wandaelt the plain truth in simple language while tmg historical essays. Dr.
Sen’s Philosophical research works definitely des@nclusion in the studies of the mainstream hystd India. His writings
proved that he had applied modern methods of lyistdtings 24 His keen sense of history, objectivity, impartialit writings
history and the importance of ‘tradition’ and ‘reasas he defined in writing history was not onlyique considering the
consciousness of history among the scholars iretbags, but it may also guide the present day st in reconstruction

the past.

It can be said that that most of the nineteenthurgrindian antiquarians had some demerits in thigithodologies
of research. Their writings were featured with hiss and personal feelings. But at that time, Ras devoted himself
to the cultural past of India with reasoning, ratibty and analytical mind. He was free from seifitradiction. That is
why his works acquired distinctive nature. Like @bjective historian, he opined that some factaweept as being part
of the tradition, but that may not be true. He pteé the importance of the legends, inscriptionshaeological remains,
etc. in studding histors? He was not in favor of accepting those traditiond eeasons which were of no importance and

contradictory in nature. His empirical study angeshivity are also distinct from the other contemag Bengaliwriters.

Post and Honours

Dr. Sen was a distinguished member of the Asiaticie®y of Bengal. He was elected as its member ecebhber
2, 1874, was listed as its Non —Resident membertoble membership of the Royal Asiatic Society ok@rBritain and
Ireland in 1884. He also took membership of theanizations like the Agricultural and Horticultui@bciety of India, The
Indian Associations, British Indian Associatione thanskrit Text Society of London, the Oriental deay of Florence, The
Societa Asiatica Havana of Italy, Zoological Gard€alcutta, and the Theosophical Society. It islent that he presented
his celebrated work Aitihasik Rahasya to the Asi&bciety of Japan. He also adorned the postsedfidhorary magistrate
of Berhampore, Municipal Commissioner, a membeBadird of Trustee of the Berhamhampore College auie$ary of

‘Murshidabad Sabha® Sri Khirod Chandra Roy informed that as the mendfethose institutes he played a vital role.
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His role was quite desirable to the intellectualshiat contemporary situation. So, in the secosdisa of Indian National
Congress, he was a representative from Murshiddbgotest against the Bengal Tenancy Bill, herated the meeting of
the Zamindar being a delegate of Zamindar of Mulahad. 1t was the best example of his acceptakdlitiye intellectuals of
Murshidabad. His Scholarly activities were alsaified by Lieutenant Governor Sir Richard Temple Shanuary 1877.
This certificate is given bellow-

“By command of his Excellency the Viceroy and Gewaent General this certificate is presented imtmae of her
most Grecious Magisty Victora, Empress of IndiaB&bu Ramdas Sen, Honorary Magistrate of Murshidabaecognition
of his loyalty to Government the services ungrudblirendered by him to the public and the intetagen by him in
educational matters and in pursuits of literature.

Richard Temple, Jarf? 1877.%7

Awards & Achievements

This celebrated antiquarian received the title ‘Dddrom the Oriental Academy of Florence, Itatyriecognition
of his Sanskrit literature, writing and researctivaties.2®Probably he was awarded this degree after Dec.,87Dr’ did
not prefix his name in the Proceedings of the Asi@bciety of Bengal in 1874. He also received gpl@ma’ from ‘Asiatic
Society of Italy’. The life sketch of Dr. Sen wasgtished with his photograph in the Biographicattizinary published from

Florence, entitled ‘Dizionario Biografico ScrittaContemporane??

CONCLUSIONS

The Renaissance, as a cultural movement has beeptad by some historians as an established faloeihistory
of Murshidabad for the period of our study. It ¢ensaid that renaissance does not take place ipantigular region all of
a sudden; a suitable background helps it to takeeplWe believe that there was an indigenous sdardbe development
of the renaissance movement in Murshidabad. Andag not ‘a by-product of the British rule’. The igenous way of
development should be traced in regional histofld®e Bengal Renaissance was not Calcutta-centrivedls Even as
Calcutta experienced the intellectual ferment, Migtabad was not far behind, it was an alternatemer3? In the process
of the progress of the renaissance movement treualntellectuals helped the growth of the movenire Murshidabad; at
the same time members of the intelligentsia on neaxcgsions went to Calcutta and helped the movetaking place there.
The intellectuals of both Calcutta and Murshidaldidenced each other.

It seems that Dr. Sen could not escape that allgsére influence of English. Thus no adaptatiothefclassical past
of India or the new ideas of the West could esdhpecareful scrutiny made by him. His activitiesifitated the synthesis
of the East and the West, in which upliftment of tountrymen was an utmost preference to him. hhebated the best
traditions of both civilizations in his own termia.this context, a letter of Max-Muller written ®am Das is Remarkable-
‘Take all that is good from Europe only, do not toypecome Europeans, but remain what you are 08dMonu, Children

of bountiful soil, seekers after truth, worshippéthe same unknown God, whom all men ignorantlyship, and whom all
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very truly and wisely serve by doing what is justiajood.?* He showed supreme importance to this advice asechpof
spiritual teacher in his life and works.

In response to the appeal of Bankim Chandra, Rasrd2a has a massive responsibility in his shodiddeecovery
of the history of ancient India. He was not a pssfenal historian. It is also true that the simmtof that period was an
obstacle for him in writing a complete history. Had a magical obsession for history. And this kifiddbsession led to
his inspiration for writing historical-essays. Hadhcredit in collecting rare and extremely valuatmarces of history. With
the help of these sources, he expressed his dimiearid responsible focus in his historical-esséysis writings, we can
find the conscious efforts in the bondage of artciemitages and beliefs. He was one of the moghjprent members of
the intelligentsia of that time. His philosophicakearches attracted the notice of several scholdralia and Europe. He
also became emotional when he entered in the deglprious past of his country, but he was abledatrol his emotions
in writing proper history. He was fully free fromelscontradiction. Dr. Sen wanted to go deep ihi® knowledge that was
cherished and inherited from the ancient periobhdifan history. In that, he wanted to trace the afonodern development.
So his writings should be relevant in the curiousdf students and scholars of history.

The main object of our nationalist historians itabBshing self-identity of the nation. For thisrpase, they have
deeply engaged themselves in reconstructing thialsoalitical as well as cultural history of past the country. If we
look forward in the Ram Das Sen’s presentations)ight be proved that he started this work. Hendefly added a new
dimension in a new social history of the ancientddis. He has justified the ancient believes wighghilosophical thoughts
and interpretations of historical sources. Whahad left in the field of antiquarianism, his follevs such as Haraprasad
Shastri, Rakhal Das Bondopadhyay, Radhakumud Middneand Jadunath Sarkar had tried to flourishtémolsm it.

Murshidabad, however, witnessed a Renaissancés(alassical/traditional definition) that is a neali of classical
text and the generation of the new ideas and infma The revival of classical texts denoted ta that those were reread,
re-edited, and annotated, re-explained and itctsgsrits were adopted. The revival of classicatddike the Vedas, the
Upanishads, Samhitas, Puranas, Smriti, and Buddiitistature as exemplified in the works of Dr. RBias Sen made him
a remarkable personality of the Bengal Renaissamtiee nineteenth century. But in the present &am Das Sen’s hame
has gone into oblivion. A proper focus on his wonkesuld bring out the ideas of the nationalists #redr methodologies of

historical research.
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